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M osaic Taiwan is 3 tellowship exchan ge pro-
gram for emerging American and Canadian
leaders wishing to gain fir hand experience of
the Republic of Cl (Taiwan), g vibrant
Asian demt:-cracy where traditiona] Chinese
culture has Prospered. Set up by the M inistry of
Foreign Affajrs » the Mosaic Taiwa

provides young students and professionals with
interest in global affairs with the opportunity to
°Xplore the beauty of T; '8 natural envirop-
ment, and to better understand its culture and
80cCi¢ through extensive exchanges with Joca]
leaders from various fields, It also gives young
leaders from T alwan internationa] exposure by
fostering d ialogue with thejr Overseas counter-
parts.




With an area of about 13,854 square miles (al-
most as large as the State of Maryland), the
island of Taiwan lies off the southeastern coast

oe of the Pa-
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of mainland China at the western ed

&
cific Ocean. Surrounded by the East China Sea,

the Philippine Sea, the Bashi Channel, and the
South China Sea, Taiwan is covered to a great
extent by rugged mountains that run from the
northern to the southern tip. Noted for its rich
biodiversity, this island state is home to many
indigenous tribes and plays host to a wide vari-
ety of migratory birds during their winter trav-

els.
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A saciety of | M1 Gramts

Tai\:\-'an Was named Ilha Formosga (“Beautifu] | sland”) by Portuguese
M\ sailors who, on their way to Japan during the Age of Discovery, were
\ amazed by this forest-cloaked land. It became better known to the
' #. \Western world after the Dutch drove Spanish settlers ayw
! and when Taiwan wag later included in European maps after the Dutch
Occupation. Travelers and missionaries from many other countries
4 ave since set foot on the island, while Japan in particular has left its foot-

print given its 50-year colonia] rule over Taiwan.

Ahhough Taiwan’s indigenous tribes are ,-"\usrronesian, the influx of Immi-
grants from mainland China from the seventeenth century means that people of
Han Chinese origin today form the island argest ethnic group. This trend was
firmly cemented ip 1949, when two million people relocated to Taiwan after
the civil war, The various cultural elements they brought with them have been

well preserved to this day.

The newest Immigrants over the past couple of decades, who ofien intermarry
with local citizens, largely consist of people from mainjang China, Vietnam,

Indonesia, and the Philippines.




/, Taiwan is consid-
ered to have the most open and pro-
gressive of ethnic Chinese societies.
The diversity and friendliness of the
people, who enjoy a high level of
freedom, can be attributed to the rich

of Taiwan’s past. The same

1S true of the delicious cuisines on

offer, as well as the entrepreneurship

and cultural innovatic s that

ensured Taiwan’s €conomic suc
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M_osa.ic Taiwan 2015 runs from June 14 to July 4. Fellows

will take part in team-building and leadership development
exercises, as well as workshops and lectures on topics involv-
ing Taiwan. There will also be visits to businesses and muse-
ums in various cities, as well as indigenous reserves and sites
of outstanding natural beauty around the island. The program
is made even more immersive through homestays and com-
munity service activities. Fellows will also get to meet with
government officials and young leaders in Taiwan to discuss
issues of common concerns, with a focus on fostering

cross-cultural connections and friendships.

Round-trip tickets, food, and lodging are all covered by spon-

SOrS.
Eligibility
*The fellowship program is only open to American and C

dian citizens aged 20-35.
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