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What is Velo- city conference?

Velo-city began in 1980 in Bremen, Germany with deep ties in the founding of the European Cyclists’ Federation. Since then conferences have been held in cities including Copenhagen, Brussels, Barcelona and Montreal. This year, 2016, Taipei will be the first Asian city to host this international event.

The motto of this conference is the Evolution of cycling and it approaches five different themes: urban transition, moving lifestyles, sustainable economy, sharing societies and design in motion.
Why Taipei?
The city has improved its urban landscape and promoted wider use of green transportation. Among various initiatives, an emphasis on cycling - more of a lifestyle nowadays - has tremendously helped the city to evolve for the better in recent years. Come and witness yourself the evolution of transport and lifestyle in a densely populated metropolis. Besides the conference, you will able to visit many popular attractions like temples, night markets, shopping districts, skyscrapers, etc. If you would like to explore more of Taiwan, there is a list of cycling tours across the island.
This conference will bring together those involved in policy, promotion and the provision of cycling facilities and programs. Engineers, planners, architects, social marketers, academic researchers, environmentalists, business, and industry representatives join forces with government at all levels ranging from municipal politicians, policy makers and educators in knowledge sharing in order to build effective trans-national partnerships to deliver benefits worldwide.
The program of Velo-city Global 2016 will provoke a unique exchange between eastern and western expertise with rich plenary sessions featuring mayors and vice mayors from all over the world – Seoul, Onomochi, Surabaya, Copenhagen and Vienna - as well as famous architects such as Francine Houben from the Netherlands, the renowned film producer Hiroki Owada, [image: image3.png]ssssssssssssssssssssssss



important politicians from the region and the CEO of the Taipei Design Capital 2016. On top of that there will be sub-plenaries on economics, bike sharing systems and bike tourism.

Aside from the plenaries, the program is composed of 28 parallel sessions covering all aspects of cycling. The last two days of the conference – right before the Taipei Cycle Show - will be focused on the role of the industry on the development of cycling, with keynote speakers such as Tony Lo, CEO of Giant, and John Burke, CEO of Trek. One of the highlights of the conference will be the design exhibition and the winner of the design prize.
And more! A cycling festival will be celebrated together by both the international guests and local citizens alongside the conference. Bike enthusiasts, Taipei is ready to welcome all of you to exchange, celebrate, and find out more about new possibilities of cycling.
The Velo-city Global conference will be held from 27 February to 1 March, 2016 in Taipei city, Taiwan. Application can be done on Velo-city Global 2016 official website:  (http://www.velo-city2016.com/index.php/zh-tw/exhibitor-zh)
Additionally, an event named Cities for Cyclists will be taken place on 26 February 2016 Taipei City, Taiwan, which is a joint effort by ECF and Taipei City Government. With the aim of establishing a global ECF network of cities, the event is organized to promote bicycle use in urban areas and encourage knowledge exchange of cycling paths via cycling around Taipei city. Please refer to enclosed documents for the detail schedule and cities for cyclists.    
Please do not hesitate to contact our staff, Mr. Yu-Cheng Xu via email (ga_open781030@mail.taipei.gov.tw) if you would like to attend or require any additional information. It will certainly be our pleasure to see you in Taipei. We look forward to receiving a positive response from you.
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Thank you
