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Foreign companies are increasingly subjected to Chinese censorship. Known international hotel
chains, clothing brands and airlines are under pressure from Beijing to conform to the Chinese
vision that Taiwan is Chinese territory. 

The Chinese aviation authority Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC) sent an
instruction to 36 foreign airlines in April to change the listing of Taiwan as a destination country
on their websites and promotional material into being part of China. The CAAC threatened with
measures if airlines would not comply with the imposed censorship. 

The White House called this "Orwellian nonsense" and made an appeal to Beijing to stop with
that. In the issued statement, the White House stated that "China's efforts to export its censorship
and political correctness to Americans and the rest of the free world will be resisted."

This pressure has everything to do with the 'sharp power' of China that the West will encounter
more often, warns Tom Chou, the Taiwan Ambassador in the Netherlands in a recently published
interview in the Financieele Dagblad. 

This imposed self-censorship constitutes a violation of the judicial sovereignty of other countries.
The coercive and unreasonable behavior of the Chinese government is the first attempt ever, to
directly impose its administrative jurisdiction upon the companies and citizens of other countries.

Moreover, the censorship also violates the rules for a free market of the world trade organization
WTO, and affects the rights and interests of consumers in Taiwan and in other countries.

The laws, agreements and judicial decisions of major countries such as the United States, the
United Kingdom, Germany, Switzerland and Canada all hold that Taiwan and China are two
different jurisdictional entities. 

The governments of these countries could resolve this issue with a coordinated response towards
the Chinese government. Pandering to the whims of Beijing and not supporting  own
multinationals to stand up to the Chinese political pressure will only lead to more pressure and
encourage further encroachments of their own jurisdiction and sovereignty.
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