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Our Story

What is the meaning of life? Or of happiness? On Happiness Road follows the journey of Chi as she struggles
to find those very answers for herself. After chasing her American dream, Chi returns to Taiwan following
the death of her grandmother. She reunites with her family on Happiness road, where she once lived. By
reliving her lost memories, Chi is driven to reflect on what she left behind and what she must do to change
her life going forward.



A vibrant flick, this autobiography by first-time director Sung Hsin-yin uses animation to visually and
symbolically reflect the collective memory of Taiwanese society, documenting its changes and questioning
its values. Echoing the sweeping social changes in Taiwan during the past three decades, the film is an
inspiring blend of nostalgia, aesthetics, and history.

About the Director

HsinYin was born in Taipei. She studied Film Theory in Kyoto University, later graduated from Columbia
College of Chicago with a Master’s Degree in Film. Before becoming a filmmaker, HsinYin was a journalist,
writer, store clerk at Kyoto karaoke and photographer. As a filmmaker, HsinYin is interested in using
different film genres to explore universal relationships among people. She has a particular interest in
finding the pace of a film through editing, like composing a piece of music. Her live action shorts such

as The Red Shoes, Single Waltz have been screened at numerous international film festivals. Her first
directing animation short won The Best Animation Award at 2013 Taipei Film Festival. On Happiness Road is
her first animation feature, and she is also working on her first live action feature Love is a Bitch.
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True victory lies between triumph and defeat.



Synopsis

In 1928 when Taiwan was under Japanese

rule, the Kagi Agriculture and Forestry Public
School (a.k.a KANO, short for its Japanese name
KAGI-NORIN School) was established to help
develop the local agricultural potential. The KANO
baseball team started out simply as a sports club
to improve the students’ physique. It never
occurred to the team that the arrival of Coach
Kondo would completely transform them and help
them leave a legacy that eventually became a
legend.

= ; ) _ To every young baseball player, Koshien
(Japan s high school basebaII champlonshlp) |s a dream palace. For a group of farmer boys like the KANO
team, it was a goal far beyond their reach, but Kondo endeavored to make it possible. He gave the players
extremely rigorous training and made the best use of the team’s multiethnic composition—Japanese,
Taiwanese and aboriginals—by appreciating their specific strengths.

After a year of intense training, the team was highly motivated and their determination to win got
stronger even after numerous defeats. Much to everyone’s surprise, this previously unknown team finally
won the local championship and proudly marched into Koshien. Playing at Koshien in front of 55,000
viewers was a dream-come-true not only for the KANO team but for Kondo as well.

Facing the strongest opposing team, the KANO boys were struggling in the final game. The situation
got tougher when their ace pitcher was wounded. Nonetheless the KANO boys showed true team spirit by
rising to the challenge together as one.

Burning their passion for baseball, these farmer boys from southern Taiwan just refused to
surrender. ..

Director’s Statement

Baseball (Yakyuu in Japanese) is beloved and treasured by Taiwanese people as our most important
sport. In addition to the glory and fame, baseball comforts the Taiwanese amid social strife and unrest.

| chose to film the story of the KANO baseball team because it is a singular historical event directly
linked with Taiwan's baseball development. It marked the starting point of baseball talent cultivation and
local sport promotion. Most of all, they were the first truly multiethnic baseball team in Taiwan under the
colonial rule. Such composition demonstrates that when people have a common goal in sight, they can put
aside their differences of all sorts and unite through mutual understanding, respect, and tolerance.

The film not only helps us we relive the glorious chapter in Taiwan's baseball history but also enables
us to recall common memories in life through the friendship and family bonds depicted in the story.




