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WHY JAPAN? HOW?
» One of the 16 indigenous e« First trip abroad e Hand-made block prints
peoples in Taiwan  First flight experience ¢ Facial masks with the
e primary school graduates s Learning from travel block print designs
* living in the mountainous « Tasting world-famous ¢ Camellia oil
villages Japanese food e Student-authored

published picture book

About us ‘ Visit Taiwan
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BUNUN CULTURE

Food

Millet is our staple food and an essential ingredient for
brewing. In addition, we rely on crops such as corn,
taro, and wild game like wild boar and deer for
sustenance. Our traditional farming method involves
slash-and-burn  cultivation, which leads wus to
constantly migrate in search of fertile lands. (Image
from the National Taiwan Museum)
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Ancient Dwellings

In ancient times, when the Bunun ancestors needed to
construct houses, they would first search for a suitable
area and then find large stone slabs t serve as walls
and pillars. Thin stone slabs were used as the roof.
However, these stone houses had a simple
appearance due to the tribe's nomadic lifestyle
resulting from slash-and-burn cultivation practices,
which required constant migration.

Clothing

Women often wear clothes with a black base, paired
with white, yellow, green, and red; Men with a white
base, paired with white, red, blue, and green. Both
genders wear skirts and thei attire is adorned with
decorative patterns resembling the body of a
Hundred Pace Snake. The snake motif originates
from the ancient legend of the "Battle between
Humans and Hundred Pacers."
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Ethnic Features

The Bunun people have distinct physical features
such as darker skin tones and thicker calves. These
characteristics are attributed to their lives in the
mountains, where they frequently carry heavy loads
and are exposed to the sun. Their remarkable leg
strength makes them dominate international tug-of-
war competitions. Additionally, the Sherpas are to
the Himalayas as the Bunun people are to the high
mountains in Taiwan.

Recreation

We have traditional forms of entertainment such as
wrestling, archery, pig catching, weight carrying, and
log sawing. Plus, one of our traditional festivals is the
"Ear-shooting Festival," also known as "Shooting Deer
Ears," because warriors who hunt and kill mountain
deer are considered heroes. Furthermore, traditional
musical instruments include the bow harp and mouth
organ.

Legend of Hundred-Pacers

A woman wanted to make a special garment for her
husband to wear during a significant celebration.
She couldn't think of what design to embroider on
it. One day, she encountered a mother and baby
Hundred Pacers. Inspired by the patterns on their
bodies, she talked with the mother snake and took
the baby home. Unfortunately, she accidentally
starved the baby snake, which triggered a tragic
event known as the "Battle between Humans and
Snakes" later on.
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BUNUN CULTURE
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